
Linguistics 696b: Practical Corpus Linguistics for

Phonology and Morphology

General

Corpus data of various sorts are used more and more in linguistics. It thus behooves us to:
i) understand when such data might be relevant; ii) how such data are relevant; and iii)
how to actually collect and analyze such data. This will provide the skills and tools for us
to do our own corpus work regardless of theoretical perspective. (Focusing the course on
phonological and morphological issues allows us to set aside the complexities of syntactic
markup and make more progress along other avenues.)

Instructor

Name: Mike Hammond
Email: hammond at u dot arizona dot edu (reliable)
Phone 621-5759 (unreliable)
Office: Douglass 308
Hours: Wed. 2–3, Thurs. 10–11, and by appointment

Text

Gries, Stefan Th. 2009a. Quantitative corpus linguistics with R: a practical introduction.
New York: Routledge.

Course Website

http://dingo.sbs.arizona.edu/~hammond/ling696b-f12/

Requirements

Exercise #1: 10%
Exercise #2: 10%
Abstract 10%
Presentation: 20%
Final paper: 50%

Folks should speak to me directly about how to coordinate course requirements with disser-
tations and prelims.
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http://dingo.sbs.arizona.edu/~hammond/ling696b-f12/


Schedule

Week Date Topic Reading Due
1 8/22 Overview Gries (2009b)
2 8/29 Intro to R Gries, chs.1&2
3 9/5 Indexing Gries, ch.3
4 9/12 Inputting ex#1
5 9/19 Searching
6 9/26 Frequency data Gries, ch.4
7 10/3 Statistics Gries, ch.5 ex#2

10/6 Gries lunch?

8 10/10 Hacking
9 10/17 Why Hammond (2011)
10 10/24 Contrast Ussishkin & Wedel (to appear)
11 10/31 Web Zuraw (2006, 2009)
12 11/7 Now Hammond (2012a) Abstract
13 11/14 TBA TBA
14 11/21 TBA TBA
15 11/28 Presentations Presentations
16 12/5 Presentations Presentations
17 12/12 No class Paper

Readings are to be done before class on the day of the week for which they are listed. Be
aware that due dates are real.

Final Paper

The point of the final paper is for you to develop your own research using corpus techniques.
All other requirements are in place to help you write the best paper you can.

The only real requirement is that the paper use the corpus techniques we’ve developed
and (hopefully) touches on some of the theoretical issues we’ll deal with. The final paper
can be either theoretically or practically-focused depending on your career/program goals.

I would very much like the paper to help you along in your research development overall,
so please talk to me early in the term about your larger interests so we can explore paper
topics that satisfy my requirements and help you move toward your ultimate goals.
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