
Linguistics 478/578
Spring ’16

Homework #1

1. Part One

(a) Download and install Praat (http://www.fon.hum.uva.nl/praat/).

(b) Using Praat, record yourself saying the ten digits of English: 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. (For
‘0’, make sure to say it as [ziro], not [o].) Save each digit in a separate wav file named like this:
zero.wav, one.wav, two.wav, etc. Make sure the sampling frequency is 44100 Hz; make sure
you record in mono; make sure each file has approximately a half second of silence on each side
of the word. (You can clip the files in praat to do this.) Email me all those files.

2. Part Two

(a) Transcribe your first name and last name using IPA (or the system given in the Rodman book;
let me know which you choose).

(b) Using Praat, record yourself saying your first name and your last name. Generate the wave form
and include it in your assignment.

(c) Make a wide-band spectrogram and include it in your assignment.

(d) Label the spectrogram you’ve included so I can see which blobs correspond to which sounds in
your transcription. (Be careful, very easy to mess this part up. . . .)

(e) Copy the file with your name, splicing out and reordering individual sounds so as to create an
actual word of English that has at least four sounds. (None of the segments in your new word
can occur adjacent in the same order in your name.) Email the resulting wav file to me. (If you
mess up the labeling in the preceding step, those errors will show up here; be careful!)

(f) What is that word? (Give me the spelling and the transcription.)

(g) 578 only: does the word sound like actual English? Why or why not?

Things to remember:

1. This is due by the beginning of class on Jan. 26. (You can email me pdf before then if you prefer.
Please do not send me an MSWord file!)

2. Type it, double-spaced.

3. This can be no more than three double-spaced pages.

4. Keep in mind that there may be funny symbols here that you’ve never used or printed before. Leave
time to make sure you have them right.

5. Remember: nothing late. Do not wait until the last minute to do this or to print it out.

6. You may certainly talk to each other about this and other assignments, but everyone must turn in
their own work. (If you do talk to others, I need to see evidence that you are doing more than listening
and writing down what others say.)
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