
Linguistics 514
Spring ’15

Homework #1

In this assignment, you will give a containment-OT analaysis of the basic syllabification of some
language that you choose.

Requirements:

1. This is due by the beginning of class on Feb. 11. (You can submit as pdf or hardcopy. If
you do submit electronically, please do not send me an MSWord file!)

2. The language must be one that you do not speak.

3. The language must be one that you have never written a paper on before.

4. Take your data from a single grammatical description (which you’ll cite); do not use a native
speaker.

5. All generalizations must be explicitly motivated with distributional data that you cite in your
assignment. Do not base anything on intuitions or generalizations that others claim where
the facts are not in evidence. (For example if some grammar writer claims VCV sequences
are syllabified as V.CV without justification, that is not a fact or generalization you can cite.)

6. You must include coverage of: i) whether onsets are required; ii) whether codas are allowed;
and iii) something more than that. How much more? That depends on what you can motivate
empirically and treat theoretically in elegant fashion within the page limit.

7. Type it, double-spaced, with a human font size, and normal margins.

8. This can be no more than three double-spaced pages.

9. Keep in mind that there may be funny symbols here that you’ve never used or printed before.
Leave time to make sure you have them right.

10. Remember: nothing late. Do not wait until the last minute to do this or to print it out.

11. You may certainly talk to each other about this and other assignments, but everyone must
turn in their own work. (If you do talk to others, I need to see evidence that you are doing
more than listening and writing down what others say.)

12. Do not worry about theoretical import; what I’m looking for here is: i) basic fluency with
the theoretical framework; ii) an understanding of how to establish empirical generalizations;
and iii) you ability to weave those together in a clear fashion in within the page limit given.


