
Linguistics 195b
Hammond
Spring ’03

Theories of Language

Course description

This course will introduce some of the key ideas in understanding what language is. We go on to
consider what makes a word or sentence “well-formed” in a language and talk about the basic kinds
of theories that try to treat this. We will focus on on the syllable as a case study and go through
the various ways data are collected and analyzed in this domain.

instructor Mike Hammond
office Douglass 204
hours Wednesday 9:00-10:00 or by appointment
email hammond@u.arizona.edu

class website http://linguistics.arizona.edu/˜hammond/ling195b-sp03/

Requirements

assignment value due date
attendance 10% n/a
participation 20% n/a
paper prospectus 10% Apr 7
paper draft 20% Apr 28
final paper 30% May 12

The final paper is a five-page research paper, where you will collect and analyze your own novel
data. The prospectus is a one-page outline of the final paper.

Schedule

Except for the first week, readings should be done before the week they are listed for. All readings
except the text are available on the class website.

1

mailto:hammond@u.arizona.edu
http://linguistics.arizona.edu/~hammond/ling195b-sp03/
http://linguistics.arizona.edu/~hammond/ling195b-sp03/


Week Date Topic Readings Due
1 1/20 MLK day: holiday
2 1/27 organization
3 2/3 knowledge [Dan98]
4 2/10 areas [Bol98]
5 2/17 syllables [Ham99, chs.1 & 2]
6 2/24 games [DH95], [Ham90]
7 3/3 literature TBA
8 3/10 languages [Hay89]

3/17 Spring break
9 3/24 writing systems [Hug98]
10 3/31 acquisition TBA
11 4/7 experiments [CP97] prospectus
12 4/14 workshop
13 4/21 workshop
14 4/28 workshop draft
15 5/5 TBA
16 5/12 No class final paper

Readings

[Bol98] W. F. Bolton. Language: an introduction. In Clark et al. [C+98], pages 61–73.

[C+98] Virginia P. Clark et al., editors. Language: readings in language and culture. Bedford/St.
Martins, Boston, 1998.

[CP97] J. Coleman and J. Pierrehumbert. Stochastic phonological grammars and acceptability.
In Computational phonology: Third meeting of the ACL special interest group in com-
putational phonology, pages 49–56. Association for Computational Linguistics, Somerset,
1997.

[Dan98] Harvey A. Daniels. Nine ideas about language. In Clark et al. [C+98], pages 43–60.

[DH95] Stuart Davis and Michael Hammond. Onglides in American English. Phonology, 12:159–
182, 1995.

[Ham90] Michael Hammond. The Name Game and onset simplification. Phonology, 7:159–162,
1990.

[Ham99] Michael Hammond. The Phonology of English. Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1999.

[Hay89] Bruce Hayes. Compensatory lengthening in moraic phonology. Linguistic Inquiry, 20:253–
306, 1989.

[Hug98] John P. Hughes. Languages and writing. In Clark et al. [C+98], pages 705–722.
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